
Swansea Improvements and Tramways Company (SITC) ‘Cash Book’- Items 

Page 1(Left hand side) 

1.1: Sunday Advertising  

This column lists the payments received by the SITC for Sunday advertising.  

1.2: Receipts 

The entries here correspond to monies received from the transportation of ‘Passengers’ and 

‘Parcels’. 

Page Two (Right hand side) 

2.1: Payments to South Wales Transport Company Ltd.  

By 1930 the Swansea Improvements and Tramways Company was owned by the South 

Wales Transport Company. In the Cash Book weekly payments made to the parent company 

are listed in a separate column. 

2.2: Salaries 

This example demonstrates the monthly salaries of those employed by the SITC in 1935. It is 

another example of the personal information that can be found amongst the numbers.  

2.3: British Oxygen Company Ltd 

Here the cost a purchase from British Oxygen Company Ltd is recorded.  

Swansea Improvements and Tramways Company (SITC) ‘Cash Book’- 

Explanatory Notes 

This cash book is a book of primary entry and would have been updated regularly. This 

particular double page records the incomings and outgoings of monies for the November of 

1935.  

The left hand page of this Cash Book deals with value coming into the SITC. It is split into 

various columns to aid entry. The first example highlighted (1.1) is a record of monies 

received from ‘Sunday Advertising’ which is separated from the conventional advertising 

contracts that are recorded in the advertising ledger (See section ‘Advertising Ledger’). This 

suggests a different approach to advertising on this day, although the reason at first glance 

is unclear. There is a record of Sunday advertising toward the back of the Advertising Ledger 

which offers further details. In the second example there are entries recording the revenue 

received from ‘Passengers’ (A) and ‘Parcels’ (B) which is fairly easy to decipher and provides 

useful, micro level information about the company’s health and the development of public 

transport in Swansea during the period.  



On the right hand page there are records pertaining to the SITC’s outgoings. The payments 

to the South Wales Tramways Company (2.1) are probably the result of that company’s 

ownership of the SITC but this source does not reveal any detail. Minute books and official 

documentation contained within in the archive would no doubt shed more light on this 

issue. Example 2.2 highlights the recipients of salaries with a ‘Mr A Johnston’ appearing to 

be the company’s biggest earner by some margin, receiving a monthly sum of over £62; the 

equivalent of over £3,000 today (Figure accurate for 2005, source: 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency/). This kind of information can form the 

foundation of unique social and economic history and is, at the time of writing, unused 

anywhere else. The third example demonstrates the more day to day company expenses 

and shows a purchase amounting to £5 2s 10d from the British Oxygen Company. The 

reason for this purchase and the product in question is however unspecified.   

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency/

