
Swansea and Mumbles Railway Company ‘Impersonal Ledger’ - Items  

1: Credits 

This section shows the monthly receipts from passengers for the second half of the year 

1893. For example we can see that in July the company received a total of £1853 2s 5d from 

passengers. 

The total at the bottom is the six months, from July to December, taken together.  

2: Debits 

This section shows the monies received from passengers being recorded as a debit to the 

company. The total of £6100 8s 1d was entered on the last day of the six month period as 

‘To Revenue Account’.  According to the National Archives website this amount is the 

equivalent to the value of over £350,000 in today’s economy.                                                                                                             

(Figure accurate for 2005, source: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency/). 

Swansea and Mumbles Railway Company ‘Impersonal Ledger’ - Explanatory 

Notes 

This is an ‘Impersonal Ledger’ from the Swansea and Mumbles Railway Company dated 

1893. This document provides exceptional insight into the realities of transport and life in 

Swansea. As this is taken from an ‘Impersonal Ledger’ the figures would have been 

transferred here from at least one other record such as a ‘Cash book’ (See section entitled 

‘Cash Book’), which is a book of prime entry. As such they give an easily accessible over view 

of trends and developments in the business. For example it is clear that profits rise 

considerably in the second half of the year, something most likely owing to an increase in 

tourism revenue. This is supported by the higher revenue figures during the summer 

months taken individually.  

There are also anomalous entries. The unusually high takings for March 1894 are intriguing 

and it would be interesting to investigate what kind of an event may have provoked such an 

upswing. These figures can be used in a multitude of ways. The simple format is easily 

accessible once you get past the terminology. Using such figures can compliment research 

or form the basis of a study in itself.  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency/

